Elements for a General Assembly resolution
on the enlargement of the Security Council
– intermediate model
The General Assembly,
[preamble]
Decides to expand the membership of the Security Council as follows:

Part I: Enlargement of the Security Council

Size
1. The membership of the Security Council shall be increased from fifteen to [xx1 ].

Membership
2. The following six additional members shall be elected to serve on a permanent basis
for renewable terms of [8 / 10] 2 years:
I.
two from African States
II.
two from Asian States
III.
one from Latin American and Caribbean States
IV.
one from Western European and Other States
3. [insert paragraph on additional non-permanent members]

Elections of the new members
4. Elections to fill the seats created pursuant to paragraphs 2 and 3 above shall be held
after the entry into force of the amendments annexed to the present resolution and
simultaneously with the regular elections of non-permanent members of the Security
Council. The elections shall be held in accorda nce with the relevant rules of procedure of
the General Assembly.
5. Candidates for seats created pursuant to paragraph 2 above shall not be eligible to
serve as non-permanent members in accordance with article 23, paragraph 2, of the UN
Charter for the following [8 / 10] calendar years.
6. The expanded Council shall take up its work on 1 January of the calendar year
following the elections held in accordance with paragraph 4 above.
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The question of creation of new non-permanent seats in the sense of article 23.2 of the UN charter is not
addressed in these elements, cf. OP 3, which serves as a placeholder for the scenario where additional twoyear seats are created.
2
The numbers in square brackets are meant to reflect a middleground and would be subject to negotiation.

Charter amendments
7. The Charter amendments necessary for the implementation of the present resolution
are contained in the Annex to the present resolution and adopted simultaneously.

Ratification
8. Member States are called upon to ratify the amendments contained in the Annex to the
present resolution, in accordance with their respective constitutional processes, by …
2010.

Review
9. [16 / 20] years after the first elections held in accordance with paragraph 4 above, the
General Assembly shall review the situation created by the entry into force of the Charter
amendments contained in the Annex to the present resolution. The review shall include
consideration of the categories of seats, the creation of additional seats of any category,
including permanent seats, a review of the question of the veto as well as the
implementation of the measures to improve the working methods of the Council
contained in … 3

[Part II: Working Methods of the Security Council]

________________________________________________________________
Annex: Amendments to the United Nations Charter
Article 23, paragraph 1: The Security Council shall consist of [xx] members of the United
Nations. China, France, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America shall be permanent
members of the Security Council. The General Assembly shall elect [yy] other Members
of the United Nations to be members of the Security Council, due regard being specially
paid, in the first instance, to the contribution of Members of the United Nations to the
maintenance of international peace and security and to the other purposes of the
Organization, as well as equitable geographical distribution. Six elected members shall
serve on a permanent basis for terms of [8/10] years and be eligible for immediate
re -election.
[add consequential Charter amendments to articles 27 (2), 27 (3), 109 (1) and (3)
updating the respective numbers of affirmative votes required]
3

It is understood that the General Assembly will simultaneously decide on a set of measures dealing with
the working methods of the Council. This can either be done in a separate part of the resolution or in a
stand-alone resolution that is adopted at the same time as the resolution dealing with the enlargement of the
Council.

